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Wednesday, May 8th, while the bass was resonating from all corners and the 4 stages of
Grandes Locos, the new daytime venue of Nuits sonores, the Ukrainian community

radio Gasoline Radio was exploring the following question on the radio platform of

Nuits sonores Lab: how to keep dancing in a world that is burning, amidst multiple
ecological and geopolitical pressures and crises?

The first day of Nuits sonores Lab opened with the slogan "No Music on a Dead

Planet", borrowed from the collective Music Declares Emergency. This reflective format
of the Nuits sonores festival, supported by the European Lab platform, welcomed over

four days around sixty personalities in a series of ten workshops, about twenty

roundtable discussions and radio broadcasts, as well as various opportunities for
exchange among independent cultural players.
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For the first time in its history, Nuits
sonores integrated Nuits sonores Lab this
vear within its new venue, Grandes LOCoS.
Throughout the week, festival-goers were

able to enjoy aradio corner situated at

the heart of the venue, co-curated by
various European community radios
including Gasoline Radio (Kyiv,

Ukraine), Stegi Radio (Athens,

Greece), Cashmere Radio (Berlin,

Germany), and Ondorphine Radio (France).

Another unigue format was also offered

on the Days site: "A Conversation With,"
featuring live interviews with artists such

as ABADIR, Anetha, Meth Math, Beatrice M.,

elC.

This articulation—integrating a space for
reflection, debates, and exchanges

within a festive context—and this
reconnection with the festival are central
to the approach of Nuits sonores Lab.
Without turning away from the crises
shaking Europe and the world, the event

reaffirms the necessity of combining

celebration with commitment. This
approach was illustrated on the
Ondorphine radio set, where festival-goers
were invited to imagine the festival of

tomorrow, which they summed up as “a
space with the freedom to move in one's
own mind and with others”.

As we enter the third decade of the
festival. Nuits sonores Lab aimed to

explore the theme "Sketching out the

Future" over 4 days. This future is shaped
by political developments on the

continent, with high-risk elections
approaching for Europe and the
emergence of authoritarian forces that
are waging war on independent cultural

scenes. Ludovit Napoky from the Antéena
network discussed the situation in
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Slovakia, while young Hungarian activist Lili
Pankotai shared insights about Hungary
under Viktor Orban's leadership.
Additionally, this future is significantly

influenced by ongoing technological

transformations. During a discussion
moderated by journalist Lisa Blanning,
Griigg from CLMxGUN, Max Tiel from Open
Culture Tech, and artist DVS1 discussed

these changes and emphasized the need
to build more virtuous alternatives for

the entire cultural ecosystem, as
oroposed by the Aslice platform.

The future of our artistic scenes is also
intimately connected to the habitability

of our planet itself. How do we dance
under 50 degrees and continue our
activities under the threat of extreme
climate events? Artist Gigsta, known for its
"'slow-gigging" approach and festival
organisers Maxime Noly (Woodstower)
and Mariavittoria Perrone (Terraforma)
shared their experiences on this issue.
This discussion was organised in

collaboration with the European
cooperation supported by Creative
Europe, TIMES (The Independent

Movement for Electronic Scenes), which
brings together 10 festivals —including
Nuits sonores— working collectively on
artistic creation residencies compining
music and visual arts.
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As a platform for Arty Farty’s European
orojects, Nuits sonores Lab also hosted
an exchange in collaboration with the

Reset! network. This spirit of

collaboration was at the heart of this
edition with several events held in
different locations across Lyon: Boomrang,
Maison de 'Environnement, Le Periscope,
H7, and HOtel71. Synergies were also
emphasized during Ascolto, a format
following the Italian festival Linecheck,
which brought together around ten
community radios for two days to explore
the connections between these European

structures.This highlights the importance
and role of networks and cooperations

in the cultural sector—a paradigm
advocated by the European Lab platform
for the past 13 years.




